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Bird houses and nesting places. Bats and owls too.

As our preparations get underway for the growing season, the birds are
stirring as well. The lengthening days bring promises of spring and warmer
temperatures. This is a good time to put up bird houses and secure other
nesting places. Make sure the bird houses are clean and structurally sound.
Place them where they are sheltered from heat and cold as well as curious,
meddlesome children and cats.

As the nesting season starts, I find myself endlessly entertained as I watch the
birds go house hunting. Just like us humans, they survey, revisit, discuss and
bicker before settling on their dream piece of real estate. Then starts the busy
time of gathering nesting material. To and fro all day long till their chattering
and flights no longer distract me.

Then suddenly, I realize that things are a bit quiet. The eggs are laid and
soon-to-be parents are waiting. I start waiting too. Until I hear the faint
“cheeps” from the nests and birdhouses, I’m ever so anxious. What if the
neighborhood cats maul the eggs? I know it’s nature at work, but . . . Once I
know the eggs have hatched, I love observing the parents take turns to forage
and feed.

As a parent, I understand and I’m struck once again as to how alike all living
creatures are. We all want the best for our young. Sometimes, the parent birds
have gotten so used to my presence that they have allowed me to climb a
ladder to admire their babies up close. They’ve permitted me to take photos,
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though all the while standing close and on high alert.

Having birds nest in the garden is not just a charming idea. We depend on
them to keep the pest population down. It’s a win-win situation.

Bat houses are also something to consider. In spite of some bad press, bats are
so very useful. They take care of the mosquitoes. Likewise, owls deal with mice.
So, let’s encourage the right wildlife into our gardens. The benefits are a true
blessing.
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