
In the Garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

April 3, 2009

Things to do in April

Don’t be put off by the length of my list; take it little by little, and as much of it
as you like.

1. Reseed and organically fertilize lawns. At this time think seriously about
making flower and vegetable gardens larger and lawns smaller.
2. Clean up all remaining winter debris particularly compacted leaves that can
stifle new growth below.

3. Prepare all beds, vegetable and new flower beds. Add in plenty of compost.
Compost can be spread on existing beds as well.

4. Continue sowing seeds indoors for successive harvests of vegetables. Plant
them out at the appropriate time. You can direct sow all types of peas.
Likewise, start flowers like sunflowers and marigolds indoors. I sow
nasturtiums outdoors at this time.
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My lettuces

5. Plant out cool weather vegetables; they are mostly frost hardy. If seriously
cold weather is expected, protect them with cloches or fleece.

6. Plant or pot up primroses and pansies. They provide instant cheer just in
time for the spring holidays.

7. Clean all outdoor furniture. Sometimes a lick of paint is all that is needed to
brighten things up.

8. Start implementing an organic pest control program. Begin, of course, with
hygiene and vigilance.

9. Clean out birdhouses and birdbaths. Get them ready for feathered friends.

10. Install bat houses.

11. Introduce lacewings, lady bugs and such into the garden.

12. Divide overgrown perennials.

13. Put in plant stakes so plants can grow around them.
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14. Plant summer flowering bulbs.

15. Mulch, mulch, mulch. Inhibit weeds and conserve soil moisture at the same
time.

16. Get pots ready. Remember to mix in water retaining gel-crystals and
fertilizer.

17. If you’re like me, you have tulips and daffodils cooling in the refrigerator.
They should be potted up now for forcing.

18. Other forced bulbs like hyacinths, crocus and muscari that have finished
blooming can be planted out in the garden. They should bloom again in a
couple of years.

19. Easter lilies are commonly seen in pots at this time. Once they are done
blooming, you can plant them outdoors. Since they normally bloom in summer,
you may be treated to a second bloom. Plant them in sheltered areas but where
they will get some sun. Mulch well as the roots like to be in deep shade.

20. When making up Easter baskets, use only shredded paper and not the
synthetic “grass.” If this fake grass is picked up by birds for nest building, it
can be harmful to them and their babies.

21. After Easter, retrieve all eggs that were not discovered by the kids.

22. Get the Open Days directory from The Garden Conservancy
(gardenconservancy.org). This book will guide you to some interesting and,
hopefully, inspiring gardens throughout the growing season.

23. Make the time to enjoy the spring flowers.

24. Start a regular weeding schedule. Those rascals come up rather quickly. I
try to weed every other day.
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