
In the Garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

See slide show inside.
June 12, 2009
Putting the garden to rights after some neglect

For the last two weeks, for one good reason or other, I have neglected my
garden. I was unable to follow my own advice to take the time to enjoy the
flowers. Instead, as I left each morning and returned at night, I caught fleeting
glimpses of the gorgeous blooms and, I determinedly avoided looking too hard
lest my guilt became unbearable. But now, as my schedule has returned to
normal, I have had to face up to the neglect.

Two weeks away during an active growing season is not recommended unless
one has someone else taking care of matters. Returning to the chores can be
daunting. There is just so much to do. The weeds have behaved like teenagers
taking advantage of a home with the parents away. The extent to which they
have grown unchecked is quite astonishing. Meanwhile, there is much to
deadhead and neaten. This particular task is usually relaxing but, when there
is such a quantity to address, I normally find myself going into auto-pilot. I just
work furiously at it till I’m done and barely pause to enjoy the colors and
fragrances. Invariably, this approach leaves me dissatisfied. So this time, I
decided ahead to not rush through the tasks simply to be able to tick things off
my list. Instead, I was going to take care of matters and I was going to enjoy
the process.

That simple resolve set me on the right track. The tasks got done at a slower
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pace. I limited my time to an hour or two each morning this week. This left me
with the rest of the day to do whatever else I needed or wanted to get done.
And, I paid attention to what else was going on in the garden. I emerged from
all of this restored and nurtured. Almost as good as a spa getaway. Almost.

In the course of those two weeks, the irises have bloomed and faded but the
peonies and roses are still looking lovely. In the vegetable garden, things are
coming along nicely. I am pleased to see that the bed preparation and careful
planting has paid off. Apart from some weeding, things are in good shape. 
We’ve been enjoying fresh greens daily and soon there will be peas and beans
to harvest.  I see a summer of bountiful vegetables.

Response to reader queries about peonies failing to bloom

Many have wondered about their peonies that have failed to bloom. There is
usually a simple reason for this. Peonies need to be planted shallow, only about
three inches deep. If they are planted deeper, then only leaves will grow and
there will be none or very few buds. Sometimes, established plants may stop
blooming either because the soil has somehow over time accumulated over the
plants thus pushing them deeper into the ground or, it could be that
neighboring shrubs and trees have grown and now put the peonies in deep
shade.

So, in the fall, dig up the peonies and replant them shallow. Relocate them if
the shade is too much.

In a well-drained, sunny to part-sunny location, with space for good air
circulation, correctly planted peonies require very little attention other than
staking. They should thrive and bloom well for a very long time.

Shobha Vanchiswar has been gardening all her life, the last 19 years in
Chappaqua. She received the Golden Trowel Award for garden design in 2007
from Garden Design magazine. Her jewel-of-a-garden here in New Castle was
on view in last year’s Garden Conservancy Open Day program. She has a
garden design business, Seeds of Design. Write her at
seedsofdesign@verizon.net.
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