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Relax and enjoy your garden, you’ve earned it

With the weather varying between extreme heat and severe thunderstorms,
I’m sure you, like me, are not favorably inclined to spend your time working in
the garden. Hence, I’m going to suggest that you ease up on yourself and take
a break. Other than mowing and watering as needed, weed a little bit every
other day in the early hours while it is still bearable. That’s it. Enjoy sitting
down in the shade, read a good book or two, take a nap and appreciate the
garden. It really is okay. The garden will be fine. You’ve already done all the
major work.

Another suggestion I have is to escape to the cool of a movie theater to see the
movie “A Man Named Pearl.” I went to the preview showing at the Jacob Burns
Film Center in Pleasantville last week (it officially opens on August 1.) and
enjoyed it very much. It is a charming, heartwarming film. All garden lovers
should see it. I just know you will enjoy it.
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The main character of this documentary, Pearl Fryar, seems like more of an
artist whose medium is plants. He is not so much a plant man. The son of a
sharecropper, his aim was simple. He wanted to win the “yard of the month”
award. This led him to create an outstanding topiary garden that you simply
must see to believe!

Pearl Fryar has created the sort of garden that most would have said was not
possible by an amateur. And that’s what I liked best about the film, the
message that anyone can try to make the garden of their dreams and ignore all
the nay saying and intimidation. You just have to try, be willing to accept
mistakes and learn in the process. In other words, be open to the pleasure of
gardening. Have fun.

Shobha’s responses to reader comments and questions

Jean reports that my suggestions to hand pick and kill aphids, along with an
application of neem, seems to have done the trick. Her false sunflowers are
looking better. Whew! Thanks so much for the feedback, Jean.

Another reader asks if there is a homemade concoction to repel deer. The
animals are stripping off all her flowers.

Deer are a huge problem in this area and there is no simple solution. Unlike
other garden pests, deer are not easy to eliminate from the garden. Success is
measured by the reduction in damage and not by total elimination. The deer
repellents available in the market are expensive, not always effective and
require frequent applications.

There are also electronic devices about which I’ve heard mixed reports. Some
swear by them and have a flourishing garden in bloom to show for it, while
others have not found them to be of much use. In any case, this method is not
inexpensive.

So, what else can one do? To begin with, the deer population density makes a
difference. In addition, weather and resource availability are also factors to
consider. For the occasional deer in the garden, hot pepper sprays, garlic
sprays, highly perfumed soaps, human hair, animal blood or animal urine may
be sufficient. Reapplication is a must.

What I have found for myself is that Milorganite seems to work best. It’s not a
product created at home, but it is not expensive; it is harmless to people and
animals, easy to apply and used primarily as a fertilizer.

Milorganite is a slow release, organic fertilizer produced from human waste. It
is a nitrogen fertilizer (N-P-K is 6-2-0). It contains four percent iron that makes
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the grass a deep green when Milorganite is used in the lawn. The product can
be used for trees, shrubs, plants, vegetables, etc. There used to be some
concern about the heavy metals present in it, but Milorganite meets EPA
criteria and its use is now considered safe.

While it works its fertilizing magic, as microbes break it down in the soil,
Milorganite has also been shown to be effective in repelling deer. Sprinkle it
around plants you want to protect. You could run an experiment and have a
control set up where no Milorganite is used. Higher bud or bloom count in
areas where it was applied would indicate success in repelling deer, and as a
bonus,  you will have fertilized your plants! This is the method I recommend.
Please let me know how it works out. Good luck!

My friend Toni just got back from Ashland, Oregon and says the deer there are
in such numbers that they are found casually walking in the streets! I know
that does not diminish our problem with deer, but perhaps one can derive
some perverse pleasure in Ashland’s situation. Or, maybe just love their
company in our misery.

Lillies make a good show
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Moonbeam_coreopsis_and_lobelia
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