
In the garden with Shobha
Vanchiswar

September 12, 2008

Time to assess and starting thinking about changes

With summer coming to a close, the garden has peaked and it is time to
evaluate the design and plantings. Sometimes I come up with a thorough
overhaul. I don’t do this lightly as it usually involves a great deal of time and
money. I had better be sure of this change. Mostly I tweak things to make it
better. This requires a fair bit of thought and the results are more subtle, but
less costly.

Big changes are often dictated by damage caused by storms and water flow;
light patterns created by maturing trees or loss of trees; and even changes in
one’s health. These conditions can require creating new channels for water
run off, rethinking entire plantings to suit the light and creating raised beds to
make it easier on backs and knees.

Just tweaking this year

I’m tweaking this year. No big projects. My husband is very relieved. The
perennial beds in front will get some new plants to not only extend the season,
but to give it a slightly different look. Though, perhaps only I will see the
difference!

A side path will get new groundcover along one edge. It will keep the weeds
under the peonies down and should look interesting at the same time.
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In the back, the “meadow” will have more and varied bulbs put in so that the
bloom season will extend beyond the daffodils and grape hyacinths. I only use
deer-resistant bulbs.

In the herb garden, some herbs will be pulled out. For example, the oregano is
so prolific, but I hardly use enough of it to allow it such prime real estate. I’ll
dig it up, divide and pot up the divisions. Others might like some oregano in
their garden. Any takers out there can let me know. 

 Limited supply! I’m
going for more structure. This garden is evolving.

Gardening is always an experiment and one must be ready for mistakes. I
tweak carefully so my blunders don’t bust the bank.

Greenhouse cleaning

Last Sunday’s gorgeous weather was perfect for greenhouse cleaning. This is a
big task. Roof panels must be removed and scrubbed clean, dried, flashing
reapplied and then put back. The floor is swept and vacuumed before being
washed down. The glass walls are washed as well. As it is a family project, it
feels less like work. Together we cleaned for around six hours and got the job
done. I want to be ready for the plants in a couple of weeks. At that time, all
plants and pots will be hosed down thoroughly so as to reduce the probability
of disease and pests in the greenhouse. Being organized is the key. The second
busy time of the year in the garden has begun! It is all a good kind of busy.

Reader inquiry: Is it time to harvest seeds from black-eyed Susans?

Sarah, I’d wait a little before harvesting seeds from black-eyed Susans. These
plants usually go strong for a while longer and the seeds may not be ripe.
However, if yours are done, by all means harvest. What I usually do is place a
small paper bag over the seed heads and, holding bag and stems together, cut
the stems. Then, I turn the bag up and shake the stems so that the seeds fall
out in the bag. Label the bag and close. Store in a cool, dry place.
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