
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
December 17, 2010 

Easy remedies for frozen planters and tipping amaryllis 

Since we’re all so busy these last two weeks of the year, I decided not to dwell on garden chores and 
projects we could be considering. Instead, I have some tips to make your hectic life a bit easier. 

Maxine’s comment last week about frozen planters reminded me of something I learned a long while 
ago. If faced with a planter that is frozen solid with last summer’s planting and getting the stuff out to 
make way for winter decorations appears impossible, don’t panic. First, drill several holes into the 
middle of the frozen soil. Yes, I do mean electric drill. Nothing else will penetrate that solid mass! 
Remember to clean the drill bit when finished, before you put it away.  

Then pour very hot water into the holes to thaw the soil. In a short while, you will be able to pull out the 
plants. At this point, you can completely empty the planter or keep the thawed soil now free of old, worn 
plants and stick in winter greenery. That’s it. Now wasn’t that easy? Of course, make sure you pour the 
water into the center part of soil and not the sides close to the pot. The shock of the heat on frozen metal 
or clay could crack it. It can get a bit smelly when you pour the water, but that’s only a tiny bit of an 
inconvenience. Besides the experience could set you on the straight and narrow to remembering to 
empty the planters on time! 

Tipping amaryllis?  

Just when amaryllis and other potted bulbs are beginning to bloom and look beautiful, they have a nasty 
habit of getting top heavy and tipping over. This not only creates a mess of spilled soil that somebody 
has to clean up, but more importantly, it can damage the precious blooms. Before this happens, weight 
the bulbs down, especially around the shoulders, with stones.  If the stones are pretty, they also serve to 
add visual appeal. If all you have at hand is uninteresting gravel, top that with Spanish moss. You might 
still need to give some vertical support so the bulbs grow straight, but that’s easy enough with twigs and 
raffia. Keep it natural. 

Okay, so this one really is a chore, but an important one. I’ ll tell you why you should do it now and not 
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earlier, when it would have been quite comfortable, from a temperature standpoint, to work outdoors. I 
protect my roses through the winter with a burlap fence. I add dried leaves within the fence as insulation. 
Critters such as field mice find this arrangement quite cozy for their own purposes. By delaying this task 
until the temperature gets really cold, I outfox the rodents, who will have already gone elsewhere to find 
winter accommodations. Once they appear to have abandoned my garden, I set up the burlap and leaves 
and am free of worry about squatters.  It’s a delicate balance though; don’t wait too long or it’ll be too 
late for the roses! 
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