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Deciphering Daffodils 

When a daffodil bulb puts out several leaves but no bud, it is said to be coming up “blind.” There are 
several possible explanations for this. 

The first is that the bulb may not be planted deep enough. Depending on its size, it needs to be placed 4 
to 8 inches deep. Often, the bulbs are planted correctly and they bloom well for a year or two. Then they 
start coming up blind. Due to winter freeze and thaw or heavy rains washing off some topsoil, the bulbs 
may have moved closer to the surface. This can be remedied by digging up the bulbs after the leaves 
have died back and storing them in a cool, dry place. Replant correctly in autumn. This could do the 
trick if that is your problem. 

It’s possible that a virus has attacked the bulbs. The leaves will not look as healthy and might be 
streaked with yellow if that is the case. Dig up the bulbs before other healthy ones fall victim to the 
disease. Dispose of the bulbs in the garbage. Never add sick plants to the compost heap. 

A third possibility is that there is too much nitrogen in the fertilizer. This will yield a healthy crop of 
leaves but impede development of flowers. Bulbs do better with more phosphorous and potassium. Keep 
in mind that run-off from lawns can be high in nitrogen and thus affect the bulbs. If leaves are darker 
than usual, it is indicative of high nitrogen. Correct the problem by layering the area with chopped up 
leaves. As the leaves breakdown into the soil, the nitrogen will get used up. This will take a year or two, 
but is the safest method to use. 

If the daffodils have been growing for several years, they might have become crowded and need to be 
divided. Dig them up, separate and replant allowing enough space so you will not need to do this chore 
again too soon. (Your back and knees will thank you!) 

In case none of the above reasons hold true for you, relocating the bulbs might make a difference. Try it. 
And finally, if all else fails, blame the weather. 

Using daffodils in cut flower arrangements 
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A word of caution about using daffodils in arrangements: Daffodils exude a substance that is toxic to 
other flowers and should therefore not be placed with them in a common container. Either use the 
daffodils alone or keep them apart by inserting the stems into individual tubes of water. I have heard that 
keeping daffodils alone in water for about twelve hours before mixing with other flowers in fresh water 
works out fine. I have never tried it, but if you do please tell me if it was a success. 
The sap from daffodils can irritate human skin and cause a rash. Remember to wear gloves if you are 
sensitive. 
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