
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
Clematis 
After a mild winter, maple seedlings are everywhere! 
Monday, April 30, 2012 

Tips and Gripes. 

When the much needed rain finally arrived last Saturday, I almost rushed out into the night to dance in 
it! 

How utterly life-giving it felt. Parts of my garden were beginning to look so parched that cracks 
were forming in the ground. But two days of this rain had me grumpy all over again. I don’t mean to be 
ungrateful. Honestly. We’ve needed the rain desperately. But too much too soon is also not so useful. 
Even a starving man must not eat too fast. Instead of the water soaking down, it just runs off eventually 
accumulating in the lowest part of the garden creating a water logged area. Which leads me to worry 
about the plants in that section. Even plants that love to be in moist conditions don’t do so well standing 
in a couple of inches of water. However, I don’t want to anger the powers that be by complaining lest 
they send the locusts in hot pursuit. But really, would it have been so hard to deliver a couple of hours 
of steady, gentle rain each night over a continuous period of time? 

Weeding season started in earnest a month ago. I find the weed I’m pulling the most are the maple 
seedlings. Have you noticed that they are in zillions all over the place? Thats one of the consequences 
of that barely-there winter. Another unsurprising but very annoying repercussion has been the pests. 
I’ve been picking off the red lily beetles as regularly as one changes a baby’s diaper. And it’s about as 
pleasant. Meanwhile, my legs that were positively ecstatic to run bare so early in the year are now 
displaying angry red marks from the bites of fierce, pumped up mosquitoes who worked out all winter 
long getting ready for just such time. Can’t imagine whats in store for summer. 

I’ve been wanting to get into various ornamental grasses for a while. Although some small 
introductions were made in recent years, I itched to try more. Finally the chance has come. This past 
weekend I planted a bed with variegated miscanthus, sedge broom and mondos. Kind of exciting. 
But here’s the rub – it’s on property that does not belong to me. A neighbor’s strip of land borders my 
driveway and looks like it should be mine. It is invariably forgotten by the owners and can be quite 
hard on the eyes. Consequently, every visitor’s shocked expression seems to imply I’m the negligent 
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one. So I decided to do something. Lets hope my hard work ( and expense) is not met with the 
suspicion that I’m encroaching. 

My perennial beds are chock full of bulbs. This year, with the bulbs coming up all at once, I’m 
determined to accomplish something I’ve been intending to do for ages. Every fall, when I add more 
bulbs, it is a huge challenge to avoid hitting the pre-existing bulbs. I’ve always wanted to mark the 
plants in the spring. Something not too obvious. A color coded system to correspond with the types 
of bulbs. My solution to this is golf tees. Clever right? I would quite genuinely like to hear of your 
approval of my brilliant solution. Please oblige? 

And now I’m off to shop on-line for aforementioned tees. Now that word is out, I predict there’ll be a 
huge run on them. Get your supply in early. 

The golf tees are a very clever idea!  May have to copy you.    By julie gaughran on 04/30/2012 at 6:34 am     
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