
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

  
July 1, 2011 

Things to do in July 

1. Weed early and often. Early, because it is cooler in the morning, and often because the thugs are 
prolific at this time. 
2. Watch out for pests and disease. Take prompt, environmentally sensitive action. 
3. Cut back vines and climbers that have gotten out of control. I do this to wisteria and roses. 
4. Stake or tie back plants that need the assistance. Lilies look quite sturdy till they bloom, at which time 
they can get top heavy and flop over. Splat! 
5. Pinch back asters and chrysanthemums to promote fuller growth and abundant blooms in the fall. 
6. Deadhead all spent flowers to neaten the garden. In some cases, this action will encourage a second 
wave of blooms. Do not deadhead those flowers from which you seek to collect seeds. 
7. Pay attention to how the recent rains have affected the garden. Notice waterlogged or water eroded 
areas and attend to the problem by creating better drainage and adding plants that thrive in moist soil 
conditions.  
8. Patrol the local nurseries for plants and garden accessories on sale. Some good bargains await. 
9. Peruse the bulb catalogs and start ordering for a spectacular show next spring. The bulb purveyors 
offer a vast variety that nurseries cannot stock. Also, ordering now is financially advantageous. The 
orders will be shipped in time for planting in the fall. 
10. Keep up with the watering, weeding and harvesting of vegetables in the potager. A vegetable garden 
is high maintenance; things can run amuck with the slightest negligence. Don’t let your hard work go to 
waste. 
11. Spend as much time as you can to simply enjoy the garden.  Summer is all too fleeting, so revel in it 
while you can. 

    Enjoy the photos of my friends Sue and Kent’s well-tended, productive potager. Inspiring. 
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Thanks for the images!    By Sue on 07/01/2011 at 11:12 am  
Shoba   What flowering plants or flowers do you recommend putting in an area that may get snow plowed? 
 It is actually an area that the plower shoves the snow to even though it is marked by stakes?  
I heard hostas and day lilies are good. But I am getting tired of hostas.    
Also have you encountered any problems with springtails?  
They seem to thrive under my herb pots!!!    By Yukari on 07/08/2011 at 7:25 am  
 
Hi Yukari,    First and foremost, speak to the plow company and see if they can stop short of the plant bed. 
Ask if it is really necessary to go all the way out.  Often, plowing also means there is salt in the mix of 
snow that gets tossed onto lawns and plants. So you want to have plants that are tolerant to that.  
A mix of day lilies would indeed work very well. There are many new shades available so it is
 possible to have a stunning collection. Underplant with a rugged groundcover like liriope. 
Rugosa roses are another great alternative to the lilies or, they can be planted behind the lilies. 
Spirea will work as well.    Springtails love moisture and organic matter. Hence they enjoy the 
area under pots. Raise the pots on ‘pot feet’. This will provide air circulation and water run off 
will drain and evaporate more easily. Try not to over water the pots. Springtails can also be 
found in plant beds in which case, better drainage should be provided. For the most part, these 
bugs are harmless. On occasion, some may nibble on plant roots or leaves of seedlings. Chemical 
treatment is neither recommended nor effective.    -Shobha    By Shobha on 07/08/2011 at 9:57 am     
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