
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
September 3, 2010 

Our September To-Do List 

1. Keep weeding. If you have been away, watch out for weeds masquerading as legitimate members of 
the garden. I speak from recent experience. 

2. Cut back perennials that look spent or sorry. Place cuttings in composting. 

3. Discard all spent annuals, more for the compost pile. 

4. Cut back vines like wisteria. Be ruthless. 

5. Get ready for fall clean up. Make sure rakes, clippers, etc., are in good shape. Stock up on leaf bags if 
you put leaves out for curbside pick-up. 

6. Reduce lawn mowing to once every other week. Or stop mowing altogether. 

7. Continue watering potted plants. Give them a squirt of organic fertilizer. 

8. Clean greenhouse and get it ready for plants needing to be overwintered. Before you bring in the 
plants, wash plants and pots thoroughly to eliminate hitch hiking pests. 

9. Shop for bulbs. Fall planting starts late October/early November. 

10. Start collecting pinecones, acorns and other interesting seeds and flowers for fall arrangements. Now 
is when I bring in hydrangea for drying. Stay away from things like bittersweet and porcelain berry, 
which are non-native and highly invasive. In fact, do the right thing and get rid of such plants. Do not 
put in the compost; dispose off in regular garbage. I douse them in boiling hot water before disposal. 

11. Scour the sale section in nurseries. Some good deals await you. 

12. Keep harvesting vegetables and fruit. I’m gearing up for some happy hours, make that days, making 
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grape and plum jams, tomato sauces and basil pesto for warming up the winter months with the flavors 
of summer. Excess yellow squash can be used in place of zucchini for breads. 

13. Be prepared for some nights of early frost. September is notorious for those surprises that can harm 
vulnerable plants. Have fleece covers and such handy. 

14. Savor these last days of summer. They will be sweet memories before you know it. 
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