
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
September 2, 2011 

Things to Do in September 

Before proceeding with the regular chores for this month, take stock of the condition of the gardens 
following hurricane Irene. Take care of shrub and tree limbs that look broken or weak. This is the time 
to think about cutting back tree branches that could potentially fall on wires or structures in future 
storms. Clear up storm debris. Identify areas that have been eroded as well those that tend to retain water 
– plan on remedying the problems as soon as possible or else it can lead to further damage with any 
subsequent rain. Check also for any other damage to walls, fences, paths etc.,. Winter will in due course 
take its own toll so repairing now will be less costly. 

 
1. Redeem yourself for any neglect during the summer by making a vow to give some quality care to the 
garden. And then follow through on the promise. 
2. First and foremost, tackle the weeds. Look carefully, they are everywhere!  
3. Tidy up the borders by deadheading and staking. Cut back those plants that look overgrown but 
reserve the final cutting back for the big fall clean-up. 
4. Collect ripe seeds of those plants that you wish to propagate. Do this on a clear day with low 
humidity. Store the seeds in well labeled envelopes in a cool, dry place. 
5. This is also the time to start root cuttings. A simple and easy way to get more of some favorite plants. 
6. Examine the beds for gaps or places where more plants are needed. 
7. Decide which plants you would like to get. Source them. Try local nurseries first.  
8. Scour the ‘sale’ section of nurseries for good bargains. 
9. There’s a good chance the summer has adversely affected the lawn. Plan for attending to it by getting 
necessary supplies. De-thatching, fertilizing with compost, reseeding can be done in early October.  
10. Last call for ordering bulbs. Add some unfamiliar ones to the mix. There are many deer resistant 
choices. Don’t leave it for too late when selections will be severely limited. 
        I order mine through a reputable bulb house that will deliver in time for planting. Billing is done     
                only at time of shipping.   
11. Continue tending to the vegetable plot. Harvest regularly. Dig up plants that have completed their 
tour of duty and add to the compost pile. 
12. The many days of rain have created ideal conditions for certain pests and disease. Look for their 
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presence and address the matter right away. Diseased leaves and plants must not be placed in the 
compost. Dispose with regular garbage. 
13. Check on fruit trees such as apples, pears and quince. The fruit will be ready for the picking very 
soon. Likewise for grapes. 
14. Make a note of garden successes and failures for future reference and plans. 
15. Refresh pots and window-boxes with interesting fall plants. 
16. While you’re looking down at the plants, take time to look up and around and observe the leaves as 
they change color. It is all too easy to miss out on the simple pleasures. 

 
Shobba:    Do you have a recommendation for the best place for ordering daffodil bulbs?    
I’d appreciate any suggestions.    Jean    
 
By Jean Gavril on 09/02/2011 at 11:27 am  
 
Hi Jean,    I’ve been ordering my bulbs from John Scheepers ( johnscheepers.com ) for many years. 
They are reliable and have been around a long time. They also have a really vast selection in the 
various types of bulbs.  For much larger orders, I use their sister company Van Engelen that does 
wholesale business.  One can never have enough bulbs. My rule of thumb - multiply by three the 
number one had in mind!     -Shobha    By Shobha on 09/02/2011 at 3:34 pm   
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