
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
September 30, 2011 

Things to Do in October – a very busy month, but you get to rest all winter! 

1. Keep weeding. It is not yet time to slack off! 

2. Stay alert for early frost. Be prepared to protect vulnerable plants. 

3. Start cutting back spent plants. Add the cuttings to the compost pile. 

4. Clear annual and vegetable beds once the plants are done. Again, add to compost bin. 

5. If there are cool weather crops in vegetable garden, be on top of weeding and watering. Harvest 
regularly.  

6. Harvest grapes, apples, pears and such before the squirrels get them. 

7. Get ready to start raking leaves. Be sure rakes and leaf bags are handy. Whenever possible, collect 
leaves to compost. I dump mine in the woods and as the leaves and other garden waste breakdown, I use 
that compost in the garden. This year, I’m layering my cleaned up vegetable beds with a thick layer of 
chopped up leaves. The bed should be good and ready when planting time comes around. 

8. Take care of lawn. Stop mowing. Rake, de-thatch and then aerate. Reseed with appropriate grass. 
Fertilize and mulch with a good quantity of compost. 

9. While on the subject of lawns, do consider reducing the size of it by creating more flower beds or 
planting more trees and shrubs. You know how at the new year we make resolutions to live better and do 
better? Plan now to be a more environmentally conscious gardener and make arrangements to keep less 
lawn, start composting etc., When spring rolls around, you’ll be more inclined to keep those resolutions. 

Page 1 of 2

usd16005
Typewritten Text
(c) 2011 Shobha Vanchiswar



10. It is bulb planting time! Chose a cool, dry, not too windy day in mid to late October for this task. If 
you have lots to plant, do each area all at once. Otherwise, you could forget where you’ve already 
planted. Guidelines: plant two to three times as many bulbs as you think you need. A bulb is planted at a 
depth three times it’s size. Planting can go on till the ground is too frozen to dig easily. 

11. Remove dead limbs from shrubs and trees. 

12. Clean up wherever required. The more you do now the less there will be to do in spring which is 
already a busy time. 

13. Plant perennials. For many perennials, fall is the preferred planting time. Same for trees.  

14. Prune fruit trees such as apples and pears. Trim vines and roses. 

15. When getting ready to decorate for the season, stay away from using bittersweet vine. I know it 
looks beautiful and seasonal but the plant is non-native and highly invasive. Please do not grow it or 
purchase branches. Dig up the vine wherever you see it and dispose with regular garbage. The urgent 
need to eradicate this plant far exceeds one’s penchant for pretty arrangements. 

16. Enjoy the autumn foliage. How fortunate we are to live where we do! 

My maple trees are not turning this year.  So I asked Bill Davies of Westchester Tree Life what’s going on.  
He said because we’ve had such wet weather the maples now have a fungus and the leaves are simply 
turning brown and crisp and falling to the ground.  It’s made a mess of my deck, especially with all the 
rain we’ve had the past few days.  It makes me sad that my maples will not be red, orange and yellow
 this year.    
 
By Nora Mackenzie on 09/30/2011 at 9:44 am     
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