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Keeping a garden journal

I have been keeping a garden journal for the last fifteen years. To many, this
might be seen as too much work and too obsessive a task.

I would have to disagree. Maintaining a record of the garden is one of the most
useful, and pleasant, chores. Perhaps it is the scientist in me. Logging things
down makes perfect sense to me.

Three year journals make referencing easier

Any notebook can be a journal. For some time I have used ones from the New
York Botanical Garden. These are three year journals, which makes
referencing easier. In my journal, I generally keep a weekly score. I put in
what the weather was like, what is in or about to bloom, how the garden looks
in general and what chores were done. These may be seasonal chores or
routine ones like weeding, mowing or watering. I write down names and
locations of new plants introduced to the garden. For certain tasks, I put down
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how long they took so I know how to schedule my time next time around. I even
note how long flowers last. I also take lots of photos through the year.

I refer to my journals frequently. Often, when I think it has been too cold or
wet or hot or dry for the time of year, my journal has set the record straight. I
know what flowers should be in bloom at which time, when vegetables or fruits
need to be fertilized or when harvesting them can be anticipated. This is
particularly useful during the winter when I’m planning and dreaming of new
additions for the garden. 

Journals are a help in the off season as well

In the off season, my journal helps me to identify the mystery plant or one
whose name I cannot recall. I can also plan my calendar of garden chores by
referring to the records. Once my calendar specifies a task, I know better than
to lapse in attending to it. A backlog of chores is a nightmare.
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Records are kept of bulbs ordered in late spring because by the time the bulbs
arrive in the autumn, I have lost all memory of my greed at that earlier time.
The written list prepares me for the work ahead and also shows me where I
intended to plant the various bulbs.

No matter how good a memory you have, you simply cannot remember every
bit of useful information. A journal makes recalling them that much easier.
Include sources and prices of plants, seeds and all garden related services and
purchases. 

Journal writing is quick and simple and a great excuse to sit in your
garden

Now, I know what you’re thinking: “Shobha, get a life! Who has this kind of
time?” You do. I’m not talking volumes of writing. Quick, simple notes written
every week take me perhaps fifteen to twenty minutes. It’s the perfect excuse
to sit on that seldom used garden bench, sip coffee or tea or wine, and take
stock of your gardening life. How hard can this be?

And don’t forget, perhaps some future generation will refer to your journal to
learn about how we gardened in ancient times!
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