
In the garden with Shobha Vanchiswar 

 
April 23, 2010 

Plant NOW!  

The garden reveals her bare spots quite nicely at this time of year. 

This is a very good thing because you can act promptly and easily. With bulbs in bloom and other 
perennials not as yet fully grown, you can see where there is obvious space available to put in new 
plants. You can see where, but also just what ultimate size of plant is possible. If you act now, there will 
be no chance of damaging bulbs in the ground as is possible in fall planting. By eyeballing the areas, 
you can decide how to plant without overcrowding. This will prevent the difficulties of trying to dig in 
plants amidst fully mature companions. So take advantage of this window of opportunity and plant now.  

There are of course some plants like peonies that are better planted in fall, but in general, most can be 
put in now. To get an idea of what is planted when, go through plant catalogs. The spring and summer 
issues will only feature what is available now for planting. The fall catalogs have different offerings. 
What is common to all issues can be planted any time.   

Once you decide your selections, go to your local nursery and make the purchases. Select healthy 
specimens that are loaded with buds but not as yet in bloom. You want it to flower in your garden. Feel 
free to ask about the characteristics and growth habits of each plant. At these nurseries, the personnel are 
in general very knowledgeable and helpful. It is a great way to establish a good rapport and over time, 
friendships can develop. While you support a local business and get your garden advice, they get to stay 
in business and have incentive to constantly improve and expand their offerings. A win-win situation.  

Where is it going, and will it be welcome and thrive there?  

When selecting plants, pay attention to the site conditions. How much light is available? Is it wet or dry, 
flat or slope, etc. Then look at space size and neighboring plants. You want a cohesive look and no 
single plant should hog all the attention except when it is time to bloom. Consider the flowerbed when it 
is quiet, when blooms are not abundant. This is when foliage comes into its own. So intermingle plants 
that have variegated leaves, stems and leaves of a color other than just green. Even different shades of 
green make for an interesting effect. Shapes and textures of leaves are all features to take into account. 
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Finally, select what is appropriate to your zone of hardiness.  

Some points to remember. When a plant is described as a fast grower or spreader, it often translates to 
invasive. It will spread by self-seeding or by putting out runners. To keep it in check you will either 
have to cut back before seeds form or be pulling up new growth frequently. A vigorous climber will 
need sturdy support and frequent pruning. Plants that are said to grow in either sun or part-shade will 
flower better in sun. Variegated leaves often lose that trait in full sun. Plants with large blooms often 
need staking. If a plant is said to enjoy or adapt happily to wet areas, get ready to water copiously in any 
other type of soil.   

If you do your research, you will be prepared. That in turn will allow you to enjoy your garden better 
and not have it be a waste of time and money. Just last weekend I had to do an intervention of sorts 
when I ran into a good friend at a nursery. She had chosen plants for their looks. Never mind that she 
had no idea the “lovely yellow flowered bush”  (trumpet vine) was a climber or that the “pretty leaved” 
plant (Lamium) was low growing. In both cases, her choices were all wrong for her plot. It was amusing 
how miffed she was when I nixed her initial selections. The appreciation came grudgingly. I fully expect 
to watch her eat crow later in the season.  

So happy planting. If you don’t have much planting planned, then take this time to linger long in the 
garden and enjoy the spring display of flowers. It goes by fast. 
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